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Every year our Market grows in popularity. As in previous 

years we will carry our traditional deli items, wreath table, 

bake table including Christmas Stollen and a variety of 

vendor tables.  Stop in and undertake some shopping or 

just come and spend some time with us! Free admission. 

Doors open at 8:00 am for vendor set-up. The cost of a table is 

$25.00 for Members and $40.00 for Guest Vendors.  

For more information email victoria.edelweiss.club@shaw.ca  

or call 250-383-4823. 

We are also looking for volunteers before and during the 

Christmas Market. If you have some time to spare and love 

crafts, please help with making wreaths or lend a hand with 

decorations or set-up. Please call Bianca at 250-477-4439 or 

the club  250-383-4823 if you can help. 

Weihnachtsmarkt  
Nov 30, 10am-2pm  

Annual Christmas Market!  

 

Regular Events at 

the Edelweiss Club 
 

Conversational German: 
Wednesdays, 7-8pm 

For more information call 

John Fear at 250-920-9140. 

German Literature Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month, 

1:30—4:30pm 

Schnitzel / Bratwurst 

Night 

1st Thursday of the month. 

Call the club at 250-383-4823 

or Mona at 250 380- 9158 for 

reservations by the Sunday  

before. 

Friday Socials 

4th Friday , 1-3pm. 
 

Library 3rd Tuesday of the 

month, 1:30—4:30pm 
 

Swing City Ballroom 

Dance 

Fridays, workshops 8-9pm,  

social dance 9-11pm. 

Find out more on the next 

page and check for updates 

on the website  

www.victoriaedelweiss.ca/ 



Club Events 2019 October, November, December  
 

Christmas Market Nov 30, 10am-2pm  

We will carry our traditional deli items, wreath table, bake table including 
Christmas Stollen and a variety of vendor tables.  
 

Conversational German Oct 3, 9, 16, 23, 31, Nov 6, 13, 20, 27, Dec 5, 12, 19. 

Wednesdays 7-8pm,  
We focus on humour and having fun, some grammar, but mostly speaking and listening by watch-
ing/hearing audio-visual materials and doing exercises together. One important topic is German 
culture and what’s happening in Germany today. For more information call Susanne Garmsen at 
250 592-5195. 
 

Friday Socials 4th Friday of the month, 1-3pm: Oct 25, Nov 22.  

Join us for board games, coffee and conversation. 
 

German Literature Circle Tuesday, Oct 15 + Nov 19, 1:30pm, Hubertusklause.  

Am 15. Oktober, präsentiert der Deutsche Literaturkreis den 2. Teil (96 Minuten) des Films DAS 

ADLON, EINE FAMILIENSAGA. Die Nazizeit hat begonnen, und der freie Geist des Hauses Ad-

lon gerät ins Wanken. 

Am 19. November ist der 3. und letzte Teil an der Reihe (ebenfalls 96 Minuten). Um ihr Hotel 

durchs „Dritte Reich“ zu bringen, müssen die Besitzer des Adlon Kompromisse mit den neuen 

Machthabern eingehen. Das Hotel wird von den Sowjets in Brand gesetzt, und inmitten der Trüm-

mer als kleiner Hotelbetrieb wieder aufgebaut. 1997 findet die Wiedereröffnung des Adlon in 

seiner ganzen Pracht statt. 

Kein Programm im Dezember.  
 

Library 3rd Tuesday of the month, Oct 15, Nov 19, 1:30—4:30pm 
 

Schnitzel/Bratwurst Night 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30pm. Oct 3, Nov 7,Dec 5. 

Come out and savor authentic German cooking and enjoy some excellent music and company! 

Come early and socialize or play some games! Members: $17.50 Guests: $21.50 includes coffee 

& cake. Call Mona 250 380- 9158 for reservations by the Sunday before. 
 

Swing City Ballroom Dance Fridays, Workshop 8-9pm, Social Dance 9 -11pm. 

$12 per person. Main Hall. Do you like to dance? Check out the Swing City Ballroom 
Dance! Learn to Waltz, Foxtrott, Jive, Cha Cha and even Polka in the workshops from 8-9pm and 
then stay for the dance. Oct 4 – Waltz, Oct 11 – East Coast Swing, Oct 18 – West Coast 
Swing, Nov 8 – Foxtrot, Nov 15 – West Coast Swing, Nov 16 – Commodores Big Band 
Dance – Advance Tickets Only (250-920-7556), Nov 22 – Rumba, December 20 – Night Club 
Waltz – Christmas Dance 

Formal New Year's Ball with the Commodores 

Big Band on Tuesday, December 31st, 8pm to 

12:30am. There will be light snacks and appetizers at 10:30pm, party favours, a full bar, a 

wonderful big band and incredible break music by DJ Johnny deP. Tickets are $70/person and 

are limited. Tables have 8 seats for those looking to reserve a full table. For tickets contact John 

de Pfyffer at dancevictoria1@shaw.ca. Edelweiss Club members receive a $5.00 discount. 

New Year ’s Ball 



As you may have heard, the 2019 property 
taxes for the Edelweiss Club went from 
$11,000 to $37,000, and will of course normal-
ly continue going up every year.... 
 

We thought you would like to know about our 
efforts to fix this issue long term, and what you 
can do to help. 
 

The underlying problem is that the Official 
Community Plan (OCP) designates our land 
for redevelopment, and the BC Assessment 
valuation is based on that redeveloped use. 
An appeal is underway, but the redevelopment 
issue must be addressed. 
 

Council has often changed the OCP designa-
tions, see chart below, and we are asking that 
the designation be changed to a public/club 
use category. The zoning also needs to be 
changed to a club use. This will permanently 
lower the taxes to a sustainable amount, with-
out relying on the goodwill of future councils. 
 

Councillor Marianne Alto’s recommendation to 
us was to “partner with a developer”. This will 
not work for the Edelweiss Club: a new 6 story 
condo might include a new meeting space for 
our members, but would result in the loss of 
the current facility which serves so many oth-
ers in the community. We would also lose our 
independence, and the loyalty of our member 
families to the building built by their parents 
and grandparents. 
 

We are actively working to change the OCP 
for our club property, with presentations to 
Council and interviews on CFAX and CTV. 
 

To support this cause, please call councillors 
or write Mayor and Council to explain why re-
developing this cultural club is not acceptable 
to you, why it should stay as a club in the 
OCP.  
 

On the right you can find our letter from Au-
gust 18 to the City. The letter with  OCP exam-
ples as well as contact information for the 
mayor and councillors are available on the 
Edelweiss Club website under “Membership”.   

Victoria 

Dear Mayor and Councillors, 
 

Councillor Alto kindly rearranged her schedule to meet 

with us on Friday August 16th to discuss ideas about 

how to address the property tax issue for the Victoria 

Edelweiss Club. Thank you very much for reaching out 

to us! 
 

After discussing alternatives, it has become clear that 

the only quick and long-lasting fix is for Council to 

simply amend the Official Community Plan (OCP) with 

regard to the Urban Place Designation for the Victoria 

Edelweiss Club and other similar facilities.  We believe 

this can be done before year end and well within the 

time frame of the upcoming assessment valuations for 

2020.  
 

The OCP is meant to be a guideline for the City’s devel-

opment in the next decades.  Council surely does not 

want existing cultural clubs to disappear in the next few 

years as a result of onerous property tax assessments. 

Therefore a bylaw amendment to designate them as cul-

tural/recreation and protect them from redevelopment 

pressure is needed.   
 

This is not a major revision of the overall intent of the 

OCP.  It is simply correcting the few properties that 

were inadvertently designated for redevelopment during 

the 30 year time frame of the OCP planning peri-

od.  The Assessment Act recognizes “Recreation/Non-

Profit” as a separate classification, and similarly Victo-

ria’s OCP can also recognize Recreation/Non-profit 

use. 
 

We submit that what is needed is a report to Council 

recommending a Bylaw change be processed to amend 

the OCP to designate the Victoria Edelweiss Club and 

similar facilities as  "Public Facilities, Institutions, Parks 

and Open Space".  There is no reason that this designa-

tion (Institutions) cannot apply to non-profit and cultur-

al uses. 
 

It is our goal to continue the Edelweiss Club as it is for 

many more years, serving a variety of groups and needs 

within the social fabric of the City, and we appreciate 

the efforts of Councillors Alto and Thornton-Joe in try-

ing to find solutions to this issue. 
 

By acting this fall, Council will be seen as decisive and 

effective in putting the community’s needs ahead of de-

velopment. 

 

Sincerely, Angela Plasterer,  

Treasurer, Victoria Edelweiss Club 

Rising Property Taxes—save the club! 

http://www.victoriaedelweiss.ca/s/Letter_to_MayorandCouncil_of_Victoria_Aug_182019.docx
http://www.victoriaedelweiss.ca/s/Letter_to_MayorandCouncil_of_Victoria_Aug_182019.docx
http://www.victoriaedelweiss.ca/s/Letter_to_MayorandCouncil_of_Victoria_Aug_182019.docx
http://www.victoriaedelweiss.ca/s/Letter_to_MayorandCouncil_of_Victoria_Aug_182019.docx


This year has been very busy for the Edelweiss 

Kiosk Program. Starting out in May with the 

Victoria Day Parade, the Kiosk was used as a 

static marketing display along the Douglas 

Street parade route with members and guests 

walking and dressing in the traditional attire en-

tertaining the thousands watching the parade 

from the sidelines with Oktoberfest Musik. 

In June, we received an invitation to attend the 

Langford Westhills Stadium to sell German 

food for the Pacific FC Soccer games. In July, 

we continued with the Pacific FC Games and 

Oktoberfest 

Friday October 25 and Saturday October 26  
 

Come out and be entertained by the S-Bahn  

again this year!  

Saturday sold out, few spots left for Friday!  

Authentic German cuisine available to purchase.  

Doors open at 6:00pm. Adults only.  
 

Members $25, Guests $45. Tickets non refundable.  

To order tickets call the club at  250 383-4823  

or email  victoria.edelweiss.club@shaw.ca. 

Our Kiosk on the move!  
added the Annual Victoria Buskers Festival to 

the list for a weekend. On the August long 

weekend we again set up at Ships Point in the 

Inner Harbour for the Symphony Splash. 
 

The Kiosk was also used in support of CFAX 

Santa’s Anonymous at the Largest Little Air 

Show as a kitchen to back up the food tent 

they had. It was a very successful event for 

Santa’s and in a return favour, volunteers from 

their organization helped support the crews 

during the Saanich Fair in September. 
 

The 2019 Saanich Fair was by far the most 

successful event for the Edelweiss Club in the 

history of participating in this fair. Thank you to 

the volunteers (many who worked more than 

one shift due to the shortage of people), who 

made the high returns each day possible. We 

actually ran out of product twice over the 

weekend. Special appreciation to Lothar and 

Bianca and Monica for making special runs for 

supplies to keep us going. 
 



Looking back throughout the summer, a spe-

cial thanks to the Edelweiss Dancers for vol-

unteering their services during the summer 

weekend events and also John De Pfyffer and 

his Swing Dance Club volunteers. 
 

Next year will be equally as busy and it looks 

like there may be additional events to add 

since the Edelweiss Kiosk is becoming more 

popular within the Victoria area event calen-

dar. We will also do a better job at opening the 

kiosk for regular hours and days in front of the 

Edelweiss Club during the summer months. 
 

Thank you again to all those who volunteered 

during these events and a huge thanks to the 

Directors for their support in the Kiosk Pro-

gram. 
 

However, we’re not done yet! We’ll need 

help with decorating the kiosk for the Annu-

al Christmas Light Parade for the end of No-

vember. The work party will start on Satur-

day Nov 23rd and may include Sunday the 

24th as well. 
 

Call Rick at 250 888 9945 or the club at  250 

383-4823 if you are available to help and to 

share ideas for decorating. 

 

Ship Point Victoria Inner Harbour  

for Symphony Splash Weekend 

Scheduled Pa-

cific FC Soccer 

matches 

German Exchange Students enjoying the first day  

in Victoria  

Supporting Santa’s Anonymous at 

the Largest Little Air Show 



 

2020 RENEWAL & NEW MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Please submit with your membership payment 

Annual fee per member $20.00 

(includes GST) 

 

 

Name of Member  

Address  

(City & Postal  Code)  

 

Phone Number  

(incl. area code) 

 

 

E-mail Address  

 

Additional card name:  

 

Additional card name: 

 

 

 

What types of things would you be interested in volunteering some time at the Club for? 
Amount  

enclosed 

 

Bill Prindl, Vice President  

Angela Plasterer, Treasurer 250 721-5557 

Lothar Christians, Secretary 250 477-4439 

Bill Buckley, Director at Large 250-391-9696 

Willi Fahning, Director at Large 250-656-5933 

Mona Jane, Director at Large 250 380-9158 

Rick Przybysz, Director at Large  250 888-9945 

Please feel free to contact the Board of Directors if you have any questions or suggestions. 

German Canadian Cultural Society of Victoria - Victoria Edelweiss Club 

108 Niagara Street, Victoria, BC  V8V 1E9, Phone 250-383-4823 

victoria.edelweiss.club@shaw.ca | www.victoriaedelweiss.ca 

Das Echo—Advertising   

Das Echo is published quarterly—4 times per year.  
Annual Rates: $112.00 plus tax for business card size 
or $156.00 plus tax for double business card  

 
Please contact us at 

Victoria.Edelweiss.Club@shaw.ca  
for additional information. Electronic format file 
required. 
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